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Korean question as far as practical international politics
was concerned, had vanished. Lord Lansdowne, in a
letter to Sir Charles Hardinge, had consigned that country's
affairs to the limbo of closed incidents. The manner of
the passing of Korea does not matter much here. Korea
was merely a means to an end, a very small step forward
on the path of the Japanese hegemony of Asia. By 1905
the polite fiction of Korea's independence and integrity
had disappeared and is only remembered to-day in Tokio
as one of the things which it is not considered polite to
refer to. It is only worth recalling here in order to note
what weight and what importance attaches to the solemn
promise of a Great Power, though indeed many more
striking evidences have been produced since. Unless
vital interests are immediately concerned, the guarantee
of a Great Power to maintain the integrity and indepen-
dence of a small nation no more means that that integrity
and independence will be maintained than the cowl of a
monk connotes a love of monastic habit. Lord Lans-
downe's apologia to Sir Charles Hardinge that Korea
was unable to stand alone or to govern herself only incites
a request for information as to any year, day or month
during the previous half-century that Korea ever had had
the opportunity of standing alone or of trying to govern
herself without interference from one or other of her
powerful neighbours. The modern history of the Hermit
Kingdom is strangely reminiscent of a picture of a
number of louts squabbling for the privilege of throwing
an indifferent-looking cur into a horsepond. Yet, if a
lout does throw a cur into a horsepond he gets a thrash-
ing or goes to prison. But if a stronger nation throttles
a weaker one, the former goes down to history as a
thriving, adventurous and energetic race.

The student of Japan's foreign policy after the Russo-
Japanese War will find his task much simplified if he
early realizes two points. The first is the Japanese com-
prehension of the " open-door " policy. It means open to
Japan and closed to everybody else. That this is so is
amply proved by reference to Korea, Manchuria, Eastern